Effect of retinoic acid on contraction of collagen gel induced by fibroblasts.
Retinoic acid inhibited the contraction of collagen gel containing fibroblasts. Moreover, in its presence fibroblasts extensions were shorter, fewer collagen fibers were recognized, cell adhesiveness was inhibited concentration-dependently, and microfilaments appeared to be disrupted, resulting in morphological changes including loss of multipolar cell processes due to changes in cytoskeletal linkages.